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PLASTIC OR CORAL REEF?
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MICROPLASTIC

The microplastic particles that
are absorbed by the coral will
harm them and it «can
accumulate in organisms
through the food chain.
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: Plastic can act as a transport for
2 pathogens, which causes coral
diseases and, worst, leads to
mortality in the whole colony.

IMPACT TO TOURISM 417",

Plastic pollution will reduce
tourist attractions and affect the
income of the community.

SEMPORNA

This brochure is produced as part of the educational awareness activities
under the Coral Restoration Project on Mabul Island, Larapan, Kulaf)uan, and
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Selakan sponsored by IKI - The International Climate Initiative, implemented
by Reef Check Malaysia, and in cooperation with local community
organizations.
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WHAT ARE P = THREATS PROTECT
ORAL REEFS: 77 TO CORAL REEFS OUR CORAL REEFS

Coral reefs are unique ecosystems formed through a
symbiotic relationship with a type of algae called

zooxanthellae that live within their cells. Zooxanthellae debris becomes entangled within the reefs, blocking organize cleanups in
use the sunlight for photosynthesis, then provide food for the sunlight necessary for photosynthesis and Icr?tréj#nr;ct?(;)nna\l/vcltgalpaﬁ

the hard coral. The corals generate calcium carbonate to damaging the coral reefs.
build their sturdy skeletons. These coral reefs form
complex marine ecosystems where they can thrive in
clear water because they require sunlight to survive.
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Coral reefs are home to 33% of the fish species in the
ocean and serve as spawning and nursery grounds for
25% of marine species. They also act as natural carbon
sink areas in efforts to combat climate change.

Practice safe and
responsible diving and
,57& snorkeling.

Do not leave trash on
the beach! Join or
organize beach cleanup
programs. For example,
participate in or

MARINE WASTE POLLUTION

e

Unregulated waste disposal contributes to the
accumulation of rubbish on coral reefs. This marine
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Cleanup (ICC).

Support or donate to
marine conservation
and preservation

agencies.

% Do not step on or
’ break coral! They
t

ake a long time to
grow.

coral reefs.

Choose and practice a
sustainable lifestyle
and reduce single-use
lastic consumption.

FISHING ACTIVITIES

Destructive fishing techniques such as fish bombing

can harm coral reef ecosystems. Overfishing also
leads to instability in marine ecosystems.
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PHYSICAL IMPACTS FROM HUMAN R sunscreen

ACTIVITIES Oxybenzone and

N Octinoxate.

N The impacts of ships such as binding on coral reefs " @
and chemical leaks from ships. The impact of tourists S
such as breaking coral reefs, buying souvenirs made

from coral reefs. o - €
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